[Results of Kock pouch construction fully utilizing an auto-suture instrument].
From March 1987 to the end of February 1991, we performed Koch pouch construction as a urinary diversion on 20 patients who had undergone radical cystectomy due to bladder cancer. The operation was done according to the method of Skinner et al. We fully utilized an auto-suture instrument to ensure safe and stable suturing of the ileum and to shorten the operating time. It was of great concern that the staples placed at several portions might cause stone formation or aggravate infection. However, stone formation was observed only in one patient (5%) at the tip of a nipple valve in which a staple became the nucleus of the stone. Staples are usually not regarded as an obstacle as they are usually covered by the mucous membrane. In all patients, the maximum capacity of the pouch was more than 500 ml, intra-pouch pressure was kept low even when the pouch was inflated up to the maximum capacity, and reflux of urine into the upper urinary tract was not observed. As for complications, there was a slight degree of obstructive uropathy in 4 patients (20%), difficulty in catheter insertion was noted in 3 patients (15%), and stress incontinence-like urinary leakage was present in one patient when the capacity exceeded 500 ml. However, there were no complications which necessitated reoperation. In terms of blood chemistry, although there was a tendency towards a slight increase in BUN or hyperchloremia, no specific treatment was necessary as far as the kidney function was normal.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)